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Good morning,

Brooklyn Public Schools is looking forward to a full return of all students for the 2021-22
school year!  We look forward to a year of in-person instruction.  To achieve this, we will
continue to monitor, track and communicate if we have any cases of COVID-19 in our
school and will follow the frequently changing guidelines, recommendations and
requirements.

At this time, our Summer Academy has ended and we are working hard to be sure our schools
and classrooms are ready to greet our students and staff!  We are excited to have everyone
return in four weeks!  The first day of school for K-8 students is on Wednesday, September 1st,
PK begins on Thursday, September 2nd.  There has been a great deal of discussion and
concern about opening and what the mitigation strategies will be in order to minimize
transmission of the virus and keep students in school!

Mask guidance at this time is under the direction of the Commissioner of Health and requires
mask wearing for all individuals in a school. We do not have guidance on mask requirements for
the opening of school.  This may be a decision of the State Officials or the decision of districts.
As stated previously, if I need to make this decision, I will reference recommendations made by
medical officials, who at this time are recommending we wear masks indoors at all times.  If this
should change I will communicate that to the school community.  I am sure there will be many
more discussions on this topic before the start of the school year.  Anytime during the school
year, regardless of the recommendations, students and staff will be permitted to wear a mask
indoors or outdoors if that is their preference.

Travel Guidance for the Brooklyn Public Schools will follow recommendations by the CDC.
They recommend delaying travel until fully vaccinated. If you travel, they are recommending
you wear a mask, self-monitor for symptoms, and self-quarantine if you are unvaccinated.
Brooklyn Public Schools has consulted with health and medical advisors who at this time
believe it is best to encourage families to use the CDC recommendations to determine if you or
your family needs to quarantine after travel.  Please contact the nurse’s office if your child will be
missing school due to travel quarantine and we will make arrangements to provide assignments.

It is recommended that you consult with your own primary care provider if you have any health
related questions.  I will communicate any changes to you through email as well as posting
these changes to the Brooklyn Public Schools' website under COVID Resources.

Sincerely,
Patricia L. Buell
Superintendent
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